CRITIQUE OF NCBCF SHOW

Thanks to the Northern California Bearded Collie Fanciers for asking me to judge their show.  When a judge has lovely dogs and good people, what more can one ask for?  Well, good weather.  And they managed to give me a beautiful day after the first couple classes.  (Sorry Rosie got the chilly part of the day.)  Overall, I was pleased to see some outstanding movement and expression.  We can always tell our Beardies are Beardies (not always true of every example in some other breeds).  We are showing some improvement in shoulder layback and front reach.  Keep up the good work!  Probably the most common fault I noted was high tail sets.

Puppy Dog 6-9 and Best Puppy

1 - Farmarens Highland Piper, owners: K. Andreassend, M. Haarsager, H. Valenzuela and M. Ritter

Strong muzzle with good breadth of backskull. Wonderful pigmentation.  Lovely, easy moving pup.  Lines flow together beautifully.  Happy boy facing an exciting future.

Puppy Dog 9-12

       1 - Harvest Springhill’s Ted D. Bear, owner:  Pat Palozzola

Typical teenage dog, in that he is happy, bouncy and totally distracted.  Nice strong head, with sparkling clean teeth in a scissors bite.  Good expression.  I’d like to see a little more layback of shoulder. Tail a tad high set and quite proud of it.  Excellent coat texture.

Dog 12-18 - WD, BOW
1 - Britannia Piece Of My Heart, owners:  C. Taylor, W. Carter, A. Steltz, M. Ritter

Nice, easy moving blue dog, showing good reach and drive.  Beautiful pigmentation.  He has correct proportions, a strong muzzle and buns of steel.  Lovely flowing lines, good coat texture, clean c & g.  

2 - RWD - Highlander He Shoots He Scores, owner:  Molly McNamara 

Lost to first on shoulder, but still could move those sheep!  Good head proportions, with beautiful deep, dark eyes you could fall into.  Lovely outline, with good prosternum.  Correct size and bone.  

3 - Ragtyme Connemara Satisfaction, owners:  Lynn & Dave Safford, Lynn Zagarella

Well put together.  Beautiful pigmentation and expression and nice moving dog.  Would like to see a bit more bone.  Tail a bit high set.

4 - Legacy’s Chance of a Lifetime, owners:  Sandra Underhill & Nancy Otto

Happy boy with wonderful coat texture.  Would like more length to the body.  Good proportions to the head.  

Bred By Exhibitor Dog

1 – Harvest Jigsaw Masterpiece, owner:  Brenda Cox
Good strong muzzle, with just a bit too much stop.  Tail is a tad high set with higher carriage than I prefer.  Excellent topline and coat texture.  Beautiful muscle tone.

2 - Risa To The Spindrift Spirit, owners:  Jana & Gayle Dozet, Pam Harris

Lovely red brown male; unfortunately eyes are light at this stage.  Again, tail a little higher set.  Nice moving dog and could well do his job.

Open Dog

       1 – Aellen Homeward Bound, owners:  Curtis & Janet Berrien

Good moving dog with proper shoulder.  A little pudgy for my taste, would move with more ease if 3# lighter!   Moderate stop with equal and strong muzzle and backskull.  Nice harsh coat.  

2 – Brigadoon Showstopper At Scott, owners:  Carol Scott & Penny Hanigan

Soft, wonderful expression, with beautiful dark eyes and great pigmentation.  A bit high in tail set.  Would like to see more layback of shoulder, allowing more front reach.  Could use a little more length of leg.

3 – Melita Miro Hooligan Hoopla NA, AXJ, OF, owners:  Sarah & Doug Halsey

This boy was his own worst enemy.  A nice dog that I wasn’t able to evaluate on the move unfortunately.  Correct proportions, with a handsome head.  

Puppy Bitch 9-12

       1 - Harvest’s All That Jazz, owners:  Barbara & Dan Burton

Deep dark eyes that captivate your heart, giving her a lovely expression.  Correct head proportions, good level topline.  Needs more angulation both front and rear.

Bitch 12-18 - RWB
1 – Highlander Shall We Dance, owners:  Beth Tilson & Pat Colombo

Happy, sweet girl, clean coming and going.  Muzzle and backskull proper proportions.  Lacking some in front reach.  A bit soft in muscle tone.  

2 – Dunnachie Don’t Get Me Started, owners:  Kathleen Harold & Jackye Dunn

Flashy black with dark, dark eyes.  I’d like to see more shoulder layback and a little more leg under her.  Good coat texture.

Bred by Exhibitor Bitch - WB
       1 – Spindrift Something About Mary, owners:  Pamela Harris, Mark Harris

Lovely flowing lines.  Nice easy movement.  Beautiful expression.  A picture standing and moving.

       2– Risa’s Bonnie Tam O’Shanter, owners:  Don & Bea Epstein, Jana Dozet & Pamela Harris

Well-proportioned bitch with fluid movement.  Good angulation.  Sweet expression and excellent expression.  Carries tail a bit high.

3 - Harvest Sugar and Spice CDX, RN, owner:  Brenda Cox

Yet another smooth moving girl.  I’d like to see a little more leg under her to balance her length.  Nice flat backskull with lovely pigmentation and eye tone.  

4 – Ryderwood Dream Weaver, owners:  Robert Ryder IV & Karen Ryder

Lovely expression, with good pigmentation. Appears a little high in the rear when standing though not on the move.

Open Bitch

1 – Nonesuch Geta Risa Outa Ewe, owners:  Jana Dozet, Cheryl Poliak & Pam Harris

Nicely proportioned with good length of ribs and smooth croup.  Wonderful coat texture.  Outmoved her classmates.

2 – Aellen-Ryderwood Moonstruck HT, owners:  Dale Parker & Ruth Colvecchio

Ultra-feminine girl with beautiful headpiece.  Pretty picture with flowing lines, but lost to the first on shoulder.

3 – Dunnachie Pants On Fire, owners:  Kathleen Harold & Jackye Dunn

Good backskull and proper muzzle, giving a striking expression.  Lacking in prosternum and layback.  Correct topline.

4 – Breaksea Another Song, owners:  Monika Helgemo, Laura Price & Judith LeRoy

Correct coat texture and again, wonderful pigmentation.  Needed an attitude adjustment on the day, as not happy to be here.  Would like a firmer topline.  

Veteran Dog 7-10 – BOB

1 -  CH Arlin Full Circle, owners:  Sandy Remell, A. Fenney, L. Bettis
8.5 years old, belies his age.  This is the way a Beardie should move.  As soon as he took a step, I thought everyone else would have to try to beat this particular dog.  Lovely lines.  Excellent proportions, pigmentation toning well with coat.  

2 – CH Headline’s Stop The Presses, owners:  Arv & Lisa Voss

Another good moving dog.  We are blessed our breed ages so well.  Level topline.  Well angled rear, needs a little more in the front.  Just a bit slighter than the first dog.  

3 – CH Britannia Zoots Me Fine RE, HSZs, HSAd, OA, AXJ, NF, owners:  Sharon Prassa and Michele Ritter
Glad to be out with the others.  Lovely coat.  Wonderful head with good expression and proportions.  Would like to see more in front.

Veteran Dog 10 and older

      1 – CH Brittania Bobby Dazzler PT, AX, AXJ, owners:  A. Steltz, W. Carter, M. Ritter

Super topline.  Nice easy moving boy, with good proportions and headpiece.  Iron topline.  

Veteran Bitch 7 – 10 - 

       1 – CH Brittania Made You Look RA, NAP, NJP, owners:  K. Andreassend, M. Haarsager, M. Ritter

Lovely, feminine bitch without being slight.  Beautiful length of body and ribbing.  Correct stop and backskull.  Nice flowing lines and sparkling with personality.

BOS – CH Britannia Card Trick, owners:  Carole & Jim Desmond, Michele Ritter

Beautiful bitch, who pushed the BOB.  Lovely flowing lines.  Very feminine with good bone.  Striking head and expression, easy, floating movement.

AOM: 

All lovely Beardies with good movement, lovely heads and a love of life!

1.  CH Brigadoon Daybar Believe It Or Not, owners:  Anna Marie Yura, Beverly Barton, Dana Frady, Penny Hanigan

2.  CH Merryvale Seasoned Hunter, owners:  Tom & Marilynn Severson

3.  WB

4.  VB

5.  CH Autumlane’s I’ve Gone West, owners:  Laura Price, Judith LeRoy & Ritta Frantilla

Brood Bitch

CH Burlesque Debut at Highlander NA, OAJ, owners:  Beth Tilson & Pat Colombo

Sexually Altered Dog:

CH Shadowfax’s Firewater PT, owner:  Sandra Durbin

Nicely angled, good topline, moving smoothly.  His coat is  a little soft, probably due to neutering, and he’s a little proud of his tail. He has a broad flat backskull, with excellent pigmentation.  

Sexually Altered Bitch:

Papaw Tailwind This One’s Mine, owner:  Jennifer Waldeck

Beautiful dark eyes, good bone.  She’s just a bit short in neck and muzzle.  Good slope to croup, with lovely movement.  

Both these dogs were lovely examples of the breed, sweet, happy and glad to be out!

